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1. SUMMARY: AMBASSADOR MET WITH AMCHAM LIAISON 
COMMITTEE ON APRIL 3 FOR FOURTH MEETING IN SERIES 
WHICH COMMENCED IN CANBERRA JULY 1973. PRINCIPAL 
SUBJECT OF THIS REGUALARLY SCHEDULED MEETING WAS 
PUBLIC POSTURE WHICH IT WOULD BE MOST PRODUCTIVE 
FOR AMCHAM AND AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY TO ADOPT 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROBLEMS IT IS ENCOUNTERING 
IN GOA POLICIES WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT. VARIOUS SHADES OF OPINION EXPRESSED BUT 
BROAD CONSENSUS, IN LIGHT CRITICAL PUBLIC RECEPTION 
OF RECENT AMCHAM SURVEY OF BUSINESS OPINION, THAT 
SPECIAL EFFORTSHOULD BE MADE IN FUTURE TO AVOID 
GIVING PUBLIC IMPRESSION THAT AMERICAN BUSINESS 
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BUSINESS COMMUNITY, OR THAT THERE WAS SPECIAL 
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN AMERICAN INVESTMENT INTEREST 
AND CURRENT GOA. END SUMMARY. 

2. AMBASSADOR MET APRIL 3 AT AMERICAN NATIONAL CLUB, 
SYDNEY WITH LIAISON COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED IN JULY 1973 

BY AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN AUSTRALIA (AMCHAM). 
THIS WAS FOURTH MEETING IN SERIES, THE LAST PREVIOUS 
MEETING HAVING BEEN HELD IN MELBOURNE IN OCTOBER 1973 
(REFTEL (A). AMBASSADOR WAS ACCOMPANIED BY EMBASSY 
AND CONGEN OFFICERS. 

3. MAJOR SUBJECT OF MEETING WAS CANDID LOW-KEY DISCUSSION 
OF FUTURE POSTURE TO BE ASSUMED BY AMCHAM AND U.S. 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY RESPECTING ISSUES ARISING OUT OF GOA 
POLCIES ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT. EMBASSY HAD PREVIOUSLY 
SOUNDED OUT KEY AMCHAM OFFICERS ON THIS GENERAL SUBJECT 
IN COURSE OF CANBERRA LUNCHEON MARCH 27 DURING VISIT BY 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SEARBY. APRIL 3 MEETING WAS 
OPPORTUNITY TO BROADEN AND CONTINUE EXPLORATORY DIS- 
CUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

4. AMBASSADOR REVIEWED AMCHAM EXPERIENCE WITH GENERALLY 
CRITICAL PRESS REACTION TO PUBLICATION OF ITS RECENT 
SURVEY OF OPINIONS OF MAJOR AMERICAN FIRMS IN AUSTRALIA 
(REFTEL B) AND ASKED COMMITTEE WHETHER AMCHAM HAD HAD 
SIGNIFICANT OTHER PUBLIC OR GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, AS 
WELL AS ANY SIGNIFICANT EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT FROM 
OTHER BUSINESS CIRCLES. WITH SCATTERED EXCEPTIONS 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS REPORTED VIRTUAL ABSENCE OF SUCH 
REACTIONS. IN ENSURING GIVE- AND -TAKE WE SUGGESTED 
POSSIBILITY THAT IN VIEW OF PASSIVITY OF MOST OTHER 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS, THE 
ADMIRABLY VIGOROUS PUBLICITY OF AMCHAM AND INDIVIDUAL 
SPOKESMEN MAY BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE IF 

IT LEADS TO PUBLIC IMPRESSION THAT THERE IS SPECIAL 
CONFRONTATION BETWEEN GOA AND AMERICAN CAPITAL. 

5. IN GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS INCLINED TO AGREE 
THAT MORE EMPAHSIS IN FUTURE SHOULD BE PLACED ON 
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OF U.S. INVESTMENT WOULD MERIT RENEWED EMPHASIS 
AS COMPARED TO SURVEYS OF BUSINESS OPINION ON ABSTRACT 
POLICY. ISSUES. COMMITTEE CHARIMAN AND MEMBERS UNDERTOOK 
TO GIVE FURTHER CONSIDERATION TO THESE IDEAS DURING 
COMING WEEKS AND THE POSSIBILITIES FOR SPECIFIC PROGRAM 
STEPS ALONG THESE LINES. 

6. BEFORE ADIOURNING COMMITTEE ALSO HAD BRIEF 
DISUCSSION OF POSSIBILITY OF BROADENING INDUSTRY 
REPRESENTATION IN COMMITTEE, INCLUDING IN PARTICULAR 
THE ADDITION WHICH EMBASSY HAS LONG URGED OF BETTER 
REPRESENTATION FOR AMERICAN EXPORT-IMPORT INTERESTS. 
COMMITTEE ALSO CONSIDERING ADDITION OF REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM AMERICAN TOURISM, TRANSPORTATION AND 
AGRICULTURAL INVESTMENT INTERESTS IN AUSTRAALIA. 

7. COMMITTEE TENTATIVELY PLANS WINTER MEETING IN 
JUNE. 
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